MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLEMAGNE
But he had carried matters too far. The Neustrian aristocrats
found that they were being unduly sacrificed to the Carolingiaas;
nevertheless, the Carolingians took some steps which were in their
favour, as, for example, deciding that the Courts should be chosen
by the bishops and the magnates—a step which King Dagobert ffl
did nothing to oppose.
In 715, a few weeks after the death of Pippin II, the grandi of
Neustria rebelled against Plectruda, die wife of Pippin, who, like
a Merovingian queen, was acting as regent for Theodebald. This
is not to be regarded as a national movement. It was merely the
reaction of an aristocracy which was anxious to shake off the
tutelage of the mayors and resume the direction of the palace. It
is very evident that there was a reaction against the supporters of
Pippin, whom the latter had placed in positions of power.1
The magnates appointed Raginfred to be mayor of the palace;
but a bastard of Pippin's, Charles, the first to bear this Germanic
name (vocavit nomen ejus lingua propria carlum]? who was twenty-
five years of age, and had escaped from the prison in which Plec-
truda had held him captive, put himself at the head of his Austrasian
supporters. In order to oppose him, Raginfred allied himself with
Rathbod. At the same time the Saxons crossed the frontier. It
was then that young Dagobert died, probably assassinated. His
son, the infant Thierry, was sent to the monastery of Chelles,
and the magnates chose as their king Chilperic II—son of Chil-
deric I, assassinated in 673—who was relegated to a cloister. This
was the first Merovingian for twenty-five years to ascend the
throne in his majority; and he was the last* Royalty was merely
an instrument upon which the aristocracy played.3
Charles, attacked simultaneously by Ratbod, who ascended the
Rhine in boats, accompanied by the Frisians, as far as Cologne,
and by the Neustrians, led by the king and Raginfred, fled into
the Eifel.4 But he attacked and defeated the Neustrians at Ambl&ve
during their withdrawal in 716. He would willingly have made
1 lighter, op. dt.9 p. 183 ifuit illo tempore valida persecutio.
* Ibid., p. 176.	» Ibid., p. 184.	4 Ibid., p. 185.
204

